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TSX: Australia’s first
Threatened Species Index
What is it?
The TSX is the world’s first
threatened species index. It will do
for Australia’s threatened species
what the ASX does for Australia’s
stock market. The TSX comprises
a set of indices that provide
reliable and robust measures
of population trends across
Australia’s threatened species.
In the past, businesses,
governments, non-government
groups and the community
were faced with a daunting
amount of individual bits of
information about the state of
Australia’s threatened species
and how they are faring.
For the first time the TSX will vet
and combine all available data
sources in one place. It will also
allow users to look at threatened
species trends, for all of Australia
and all species altogether, or for
individual regions or groups, for
example migratory birds. This
will allow more coherent and
transparent reporting of changes
in biodiversity at national, state
and regional levels.

Achievements to date
A vast amount of research and
development has already gone into
the TSX, at a total cost of $1.98 million.
This has included an investment of
$820k from the Australian Government’s
National Environmental Science
Program, $50k from the University of
Queensland, $130,000 from the Ian
Potter Foundation and an additional

$950k of in-kind support from
The University of Sydney, The Australian
National University, The University
of Melbourne, The University of
Queensland, the Australian Wildlife
Conservancy, BirdLife Australia and
state and territory governments.
This work has developed the back end
and functionality of this powerful tool.
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Figure 1: $1.98 million has already been invested in the development of the
Threatened Species Index. The new sponsorship opportunity represents less
than 3% of the complete product development.
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The opportunity
We are now looking for a
business partner to support the
development of the public face
of the index with a $50,000
investment.
This will allow the creation of a
web app that will allow any user
from governments, NGOs, NRM
groups, concerned citizen groups
or individuals to interrogate,
visualise, and download
aggregated data gathered from
more than 60 different sources
performing on-the-ground
monitoring of threatened species.
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It will also allow data custodians,
such as government monitoring
groups, to upload new data as
it becomes available.
The tool will be used to report
on the current state of Australia’s
threatened species, provide
data for decision-making for
threatened species recovery
actions, raise awareness among
the wider public and may be
used by the media to report
on threatened species
outcomes in Australia.
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Figure 2 (above): A concept for the TSX website main page. From here you
can view the national results or select your region or species group of interest.
Options include setting data suitability criteria (opens panel A opposite page
top) and viewing species data summary tables (opens panel B opposite page
bottom). You can also export the data used to build each index.

Helmeted Honeyeater. Photo: Dylan Sanusi-Goh
Wikimedia Commons CC BY 4.0

This project is also supported by:
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Sponsorship benefits
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logo or
branding

•

Branding on the interactive
web tool and related
promotional items

•

Sponsor’s logo on all
materials connected with
reporting of the index

•

Opportunity for a VIP
speaker at the launch of
the index on Nov 27 2018
at the Ecological Society
of Australia Conference
in Brisbane

•

Widespread media and
social media coverage of
the index at its launch

•

Promotion of the sponsor
during social media releases
of the index at its launch.

•

Based on past TSR activities
promotion of the launch
will have a potential social
media reach of over
100,000 people and
mainstream media reach
of over 1 million people.
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Development of the webinterface has been estimated at
$50,000. Long-term promotional
opportunities would also be
strengthened by the creation
of a 10 year endowment fund
to support medium term
institutionalisation of the TSX into
government and public reporting.

Who is involved in the
web-app development?
The web-app is being developed
in collaboration with BirdLife
Australia, the Terrestrial
Ecosystem Research Network,
UQ’s Research Computing
Center and the web-app
developer Planticle.
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Further Information
For more information about this TSR Hub research, contact Dr Elisa Bayraktarov - e.bayraktarov@uq.edu.au
or visit our website at http://www.nespthreatenedspecies.edu.au/

This project is supported through funding from the Australian
Government’s National Environmental Science Program.

